AFTER THE  BATTLE                         313

bury poor Ellis. The commander of the Second Squadron then
proceeded to the Brooklyn, which Cook soon had under way.
Signal was made to the Oregon to "follow the flag./* and the
Brooklyn proceeded at high speed eastward. It was observed
in a short time that the Oregon did not follow, the inference
being that she had been detained for some service by the admiral,
who considered the Brooklyn quite sufficient for the work. It
was held to be a high compliment to her officers and men, always
ready and enthusiastic for any duty. If, as was stated after-
wards, it was known on the New York at the time that the re-
ported stranger was not an enemy, then the question is pertinent
why the Brooklyn should have been sent-away at all.

About an hour after the Brooklyn left the Tarquino River,
a vessel was descried to the eastward hastening to the westward.
She proved later to be the Vixen, with Flag Lieutenant Staunton
on board. She came alongside within close hailing distance,
when Mr. Staunton reported that the smoke seen ahead to the
eastward was that of the Pelayo; that he had gone close enough
to distinguish her colors, and that he was sure she was this
Spanish battleship. He was directed to go west and report to
the admiral that the Brooklyn would go on to the eastward,
meet and engage the Pelayo. "While approaching this supposed
enemy^ with the crew at quarters for battle, the guns of the bat-
tery trained upon her, it must be confessed it was not easy to
distinguish the colors she wore at the stern or masthead, the
Spanish and Austrian flags being similar, the only difference
existing in the color of the middle horizontal stripe, which in
the Spanish flag is yellow and in the Austrian white.

Both ships were well in to the coast, and as several guns and
gun-mounts of the Brooklyn's starboard battery had been dis-
abled in the three or more hours' fight in the morning, it was
decided to fight the port battery^ and, as the Kearsarge and
Alabama had done, in a circle. To do this, distance had to be
gained offshore by putting the helm again to port, to bring the
enemy on the Brooklyn's port side, when, lo and behold, the
enemy put her helm to starboard with the same intent, that is,
to gain distance from the coast in order to meet the Brooklyn's
move for more room in which to maneuver. This movement ap-
peared to fix the fact that she was looking for the Brooklyn.0^                                                             W. T. SAMPSON,
